
DOT Post Accident Testing Flow Chart
FMCSA

If the employee has a CDL License and operates a vehicle licensed over 26001 pounds GVW, a vehicle that transports 16 or more  passengers or 
placarded materials, Proceed to Number 1 in the decision tree below: 

1. Was there a fatality?    YES
Perform DOT Post Accident 
Drug and Alcohol Test ASAP

NO

2. Was there bodily injury to 
anyone who received
immediate medical treatment 
away from the scene of the 
accident?

YES
Was a citation 
issued to the 
employee?

NO

YES

NO

NO TEST REQUIRED    
Go to Step 3

Perform DOT Post Accident 
Drug and Alcohol Test ASAP

NO TEST REQUIRED
 Go to Step 3 

NO TEST REQUIRED 
End of Process

Perform DOT Post Accident 
Drug and Alcohol Test ASAP

NO

YES

Was a citation 
issued to the 
employee?

YES

3. Was there damage to any 
vehicle, requiring a tow away 

from the scene of the 
accident?

TIME TABLE FOR DOT (FMCSA) POST ACCIDENT TESTING
If required, complete an alcohol test within two hours of an accident. Attempts to conduct an alcohol test are 
PROHIBITED after eight hours. (The employer must document why a test was not accomplished.)  
If required, complete a drug test within two hours of an accident. Attempts to conduct a drug test are PROHIBITED 
after 32 hours. (The employer must document why a test was not accomplished.)
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